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Giant Textured Beads

Catalog Number 1-03780-00

Suggested Uses


At first, present the string to the child with one or a few beads on it, as something to play with or grasp.  Gradually add beads, until they are all on the string.  For children with residual vision, encourage any visual interest shown.  Note the colors that attract the child’s attention, and say their names aloud.

Help the child remove the beads from the string.  Let him or her play with them on an APH Work-Play Tray, (such as the Large Yellow Work-Play Tray, Catalog number 1-03740-00).

Give the child one set of beads of like color and shape.  Say aloud the name of the shape.  Encourage the child to find the two beads of the same shape, which have the same surface texture.  Say aloud the names of the different textures, (smooth, striped, checkered), so that the child may learn to distinguish between them.  Do the same with the two other shapes separately.

Give the entire set of beads – unstrung – to the child to play with.  Teach him or her how to distinguish between the different shapes, regardless of surface texture, as well as different surface texture, regardless of shape.

Teach the child how to string the beads.  This, generally, will be more difficult to learn than unstringing the beads.  If the child has sufficient vision, teach unstringing visually.  If the child has no useful vision, teach stringing by putting your hand over the child’s hand and moving it through the motions.            
After learning to string the beads, the child can learn to think in terms of specific tasks involving stringing – by color, form, surface design, number, and mixed combinations (two yellow beads, four cubes, three blue, three different shapes, etc.)  Each of these tasks will require both learning the concepts involved and developing the necessary fine motor control to do the stringing.

(Over)
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Suggested Uses Continued

Colors, numbers, and forms of the beads can be related to like colors, numbers, and forms in the child’s own observable environment.  However, a child with little or no vision will need time to see that a cylindrical rolled oats box and a cylindrical bead are alike in form.  A cube bead and a large square box are alike, since learning this kind of concept uses vision largely.

Explain to the child that the giant beads are only one kind of bead; jewelry beads, - smaller, different to the touch and to the eye, etc. – are another.  By learning the concept that a bead, whatever its size or shape, is an object which has a hole for stinging, the child can begin to understand that the same word can have several meanings, that objects of the same name can serve different purposes, etc.  

The child is guided in the use of the beads; attention should be devoted to vocabulary expansion.  At first, talk in terms that the child already understands.  Than add new words, making certain that he or she develops an awareness of the meaning of each new term.

NOTES:

These activities should supplement the teacher’s creative use of this instructional aid.  Free play and times when several children are interacting afford other opportunities for incorporating the beads into the learning process.

Visual abilities are not essential to the use of the Giant Textured Beads.  However, if the child holds things close to the eyes this indicates visual interest on his or her part, and each use of residual vision should be encouraged and developed.

The Bead Stringer is available separately.  APH Catalog Number 1-03790-00.

RECOMMENDED AGES:

Birth to 6 years
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